100 YEARS AGO, WE CAME TOGETHER FOR BIRDS

mildst the Jlobal chaos of World War |,

L5, President Woodrow Wilson and
Geeat Britain®s King George V pledged an
intemational commitment o proted the
migratory birds of North America and put an
errd to market hunting. Crafied in 1914, the
Convention for the Profection of higrxtory
Birds promised collaborative conservation
between the United States and Canada.

Twenty years later, with his country in
the aftermath of revolution, Mexican pres-
iderd Lizare Cledenas approved a trealy
with the LS, that profected magratary binds.
Desspite political unnest and competing eco-
nomic priorities, our thiee nations joined
together for birds bo create sorve of the first
intematicnal environmental agreements in
Morth America,

BIRDS CONNECT tHe CONTINENT

More than 350 bird species are truly trinational, living in
Canada, the U.S., and Mexico over the course of the year.
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Oiseaux. Birds. Aves.

Whichever language we speak, the fates of birds are intricately tied to the peoples of North America.
Where bird populations are dropping, the lands and waters that sustain us are stressed.

WE RESPONDED WHEN WATERFOWL NEEDED US

In the Late 20th century, with duck pop-
wlations in decling, our thiee nations
wnited again o build the Morth American
Waterlowl Management Plan.

With planning and wetlands con-
servation, duds became mare plentiful,
Today, robust waterfowd populations are
found from the northem prairies to Mex-

ico’s mangrove swamps. Comsenvation
woeks, and throwgh coflabcration we can
produce strang results,

How we must effectively apply this tni-
national model to all birds, because mana
than onethird of all Nosth Amenican bind
species will be at risk of exinction unless
we take consenmtion action,

BIRDS BRING OUTTHE BEST IN PEOPLE

Sl:-me say there are more impartant
prigrities than bieds, But bird corsena-
tion is a powerful fosce for positive change.

Birds promate leadership. History
demansirates that binds can tansoend pali-
tics and conflict. Birds ane an important eco-
nomic resource to the hunting, birding, and
towrisen industries. Ard binds are a cultural
resource=as national symbols, religious
icons, and namesakes of sports teams, birds

Major habitats in 2V tvee toundnies ane
conaagted by spedacwlar migrations of
billicvas of birds. These binds ace dependent
o intemationaly coordinsted consendation
efforts for sunvival
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represent who we are. AS mare people e
i «ities, birds are becaming one of human-
ity's main connextions to nature.

Birds inspire bigger wins for the
environment. Bird habitats are sinks for
greenhouse gases, so bied conservation can
help our counlsies mset Pars Agreement
commitments fo reduce dimate change.
Healthy enviconments for binds also pro-
vide benefits to people, such a5 dlean air

RENEWING OUR
CONTINENTAL COMMITMENT TQ BIRDS

nee again aur counties face uncer-

fain tmes=for our economies, ouwr
enyiranment, and our climate. And again,
birds need our help. This repost should
ingpire ug to maove borward with the best
available science on the status of birds
and thedr habitats in Morth Americz. it is an
unprecedented continent-wide analysis,
drawing on the efforts of tens of thousands
of citizen-scientists from Canada, the L5,
and Mexico,

As we make new sucoess stories for

and water, flood aed engsion contral,
and coastal resilience.

Birds connect our continent.
Qur birds are truly a shared resounce as
thiey migrate sorass countries and oceans
throughout the hemisphere.

With 5o mamy bird species showing
alarming declines, it is mone impoant
than ever that we work together to con-
serve our shared Birds.
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birds, there are roles for everyane o play.

Governments can capitalize an the findings The North Americar Bird
; : Conservation Initiative (NABCI)
in this repor to strengthen scence-based
consenvation polices. Private industry can the framework to
invest in sustainakility for natural resoure: move forward, Created by the
es. And peaple can provide the woice and gwernmer,ﬁnf Canada, the U5,
energy 1 make this all happen, _an-d Mexico in 1999 afber the
One huntired years ago, it was a smiall diplomacy that produced H.I!._FTA
band of determined people who convinged H'_E HABCI sl Wm
a peesident and a king ta make a treaty for birds as an international *natural
migratory birds. Feople can tum around economic resource.” NABC]is a
the outiook for birds in this 21t century. trinational commitment to peo-
tecting, restoring, and enhancing
populations and habitats of North

Ensemble, together, juntos,

WE CAN CREATE A BRIGHTER FUTURE-FOR BIRDS, FOR PEOPLE, FOR NORTH AMERICA.

America’s birds-with an imtegrated
wision for “sll birds and all habitats.”
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Birds in ocean and tropical forest habitats are of highest conservation concern.

State of North America’s Birds

But species need our help in every habitat.

CONSERVATION CONCERN ACROSS HABITATS

Maderate . High

<«— Watch List threshold

ONE-THIRD OF ALL NORTH AMERICAN BIRD SPECIES
NEED URGENT CONSERVATION ACTION

Mcderate .H'\gh
Watch List threshold

CONCERN | Low

CONCERN | Low
Oceans
(54 species)

RESPLENDENT QUETZAL BY MIGUEL ANGEL SICILIA
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>
AllBirds a0 : o
(1,154 species) ? E Tropical an
- E Subtropical Forests I IN CRISIS
432 species on thg Wgtch Listare 3 (478 species) More than half of species from oceans and
most at risk of extinction without £ onical he Watch List b
significant action. : e tropica orestsarepm e atmL.!st ecause
E (164 species) 37% of small and declining populations, small
= ranges, and severe threats to their habitats.
Aridlands

MAJOR HABITATS OF NORTH AMERICA

MIXED STATUS

Most species in these habitats
are of moderate or low con
cern, yet roughly 20% are on
the Watch List. Waterfowl have
henefited from careful harvest
management and wetland

28%

Gasslands I
(45 species)

Temperate .

(64 species )

27%

Forests 22%

STEEP DECLINES

Many species in coastal, grass-
land, and aridland habitats are
declining steeply. In particular,
long-distance migratory shore-

g - conservation, but positive wa- (144 species) birds and species that migrate
terfowl trends may not last if Fndra from the Great Plains to Mex:
wetlands loss continues. (78 species) I 20% ico's Chihuahuan grasslands

have lost, on average, almost
70% of their continental pop-
’ 71\/\2?;('330”555) 19% ulations since 1970,
FARING WELL

[] Tundra EE The generalist group-birds that are Boreal Forest - :

[ Boreal Forest adaptable and can live in multiple habi- (73 species) g

I Coasts g tats—are of lowest conservation concern. :

] Temperate Forests Generalists - 1 2

[] Grasslands (65 species) 2

[] Aridlands

[ Tropical Highland Forests
Il Tropical Lowland Forests

This report assesses the conservation status of all native North American bird species across
all major habitats, including wetlands embedded within terrestrial habitats. Species were
assigned to one breeding habitat, except for oceans and coasts (where species were also
included if they occurred anytime during the year) and wetlands (where species were includ-
ed in both wetlands and their terrestrial breeding habitat). Species that commonly occur in
many different habitat types were classified as generalists.
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NORTHERN MOCKINGBIRD BY TIMOTHY FREIDAY/MACAULAY LIBRARY

OUR APPROACH

his report is based on the first-ever

conservation vulnerability assessment
for all 1,154 native bird species that occur
in Canada, the continental United States,
and Mexico. The assessment was compiled
by a team of experts from all three coun-
tries. The overall conservation status for

each species takes into account its pop-
ulation trend, population size, extent of
breeding and nonbreeding ranges, and se-
verity of threats to populations. The Watch
List identifies species of highest conserva-
tion concern based on high vulnerability
scores across multiple factors. Year-round

abundance maps from eBird data, in which
intensity of color reflects seasonal abun-
dance, are presented for selected species
Animated eBird maps, as well as details on
the assessment methodology and the com
plete Species Assassment Database, are

available at stateofthebirds.org.




ATLANTIC PUFFINS BY BILL SCHOLIZ

Oceans

Marine ecosystems in crisis

The ocean waters surrounding North America contain rich maring ecosysigms thal
support more than 150 seabird species. Unfortunately, recent research shows ghobal
seabird populations have declined nearly 70% since the 19505, a warning that our oceans
are highly stressed. Stronger internaticnal cooperation is needed to restore maring ecosys-
tems—not just for birds, but also for the fishing industry and as a food resource for people.

Status: Seabirds globally threatened

THE OUTLOOQK for oceanic birds-includ-
ing seabirds and a group of landhirds
found only on islands off the Mexican
coast-is the bleakest of any North Amer-
ican bird group. Small and declining sea-
bird populations are severely threatened
by invasive predators on nesting islands
and acadental bycatch by commercial fish-
ing vessels, as well as overfishing of forage
fish stocks, pollution, and climate charge

AY Biand Anchiady g
halt of North Amencan
gaahirgs a0 on the
Watch List
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Building on Success: Eradicating island invasives
prevents extinctions

ISLANDS host the nesting colonies for most Narth American
seabirds, as well as many of the last populations of endemic
landhird species. On most islards, invasive predatars such as
rats and cats depredate nests and pose a sevese thraat ta bind
populations. Recent internaticnal efforts hawe eradicated
predators on 200 of the most important seabird islands in
Canadian, American, and Mexican waters. In many ases,
these efforts have preventad the extinction of vulnerable
bird populations Continued comprehensive restaration of
priotity islands for breeding birds is needed as there are still
many islands overrun by invasive species

Take Action: Restore marine ecosystems
through global cooperation

THE MANY AND VARIED THREATS TO OUR OCEANS ARE A TANGLED MESS that
no one country can solve on its own. Governments, scientists, and industry must work
together proactively toward solutions

» C(anada, the US,, and Mexico can collaborate to reduce pressures on our richest, most
biodiverse ocean ecosystems. Marine protected areas can be expanded. Multinational
accords on plastics pollution can bring trinational clout to cleaning up the great float-
ing mats of garbage that affect seabirds and other marine animals.

* Fisheries management with effective monitoring of catch is needed to ensure the
sustainability of fish populations upan which seabirds depend for food. The broader
adoption of best management practices for fisheries, such as the Marine Stewardship
Council (MSC) quidelines, can reduce the accidental mortality (bycatch) of seabirds on
fishing lines or in nets.

MIXED FLOCK OF SHOREBIRDS BY EDUARDO [NIG0-ELIAS

Seabirds and shorebirds connect
the continent's aceans and coasts.

. -

WP TR PER TRACKING DATA PROVIDED BY KANSAS STATE UNIVERSITY. SEMIPALMATED SANDPIPER TRACKING DATA

PR W Mo ET, USFWS, AND PARTNERS.

embarked on an incredible voyage,
dtrip, to travel between a nest site
fiiig dreas in U.S. and Canadian waters.
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SEMIPALMATED
SANDPIPERS

Coastlme habitats where lard meets sea are important to many species of birds. Some
species depend an coastal habitats for breeding. Other species, especially shorehirds,
migrate vast distances from Arctic and bereal breeding grounds to South America, stop-
ping at a chain of key coastal m gratory stopover habitats along the way to rest and refuel,
Some of the most important sites suppor: hundreds of thousands of migrant shorebirds.
Loss or degradation of any one of these sites can lead to dramatic declines in populations.

Status: Threats to coastlines take a toll on birds

ABOUT 40% of the more than 100 spe-
cies that depend on coastal habitats are
on the Watch List. Species that breed in
mangroves, saltmarshes, and sandy beach
es are of highest concern due to pressures
from sea-level rise, coastal development
disturbance from huran recreational activ-
ities, and the threat of oil spills.

Many coastal species have small pop-
ulation sizes and a restricted distribution,
making them especially vulnerable to hab-
itat loss and ather threats

The migratory shorebirds that travel
the farthest are showing the greatest de-
clines. Habitat loss and degradation at key
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Migratory shorebird populations have declined
by almost 70% since 1973

coastal stopover sites, as well as climate
change impacts on northern breeding
grounds, may all be affecting their popu
lations

Building on Success: Sister cities united by shorebirds

THE LINKING COMMUNITIES initiative
has established a shorebird sisterity re-
[ationship among communities near Im-
portant Bird Areas ir Saskatchewan, Utah,
and Nayarit. The initiative coordinates
shorebird festivals, cultural exchanges for
schoolteachers, and conservation projects
in each community. Similar linkages could
be developed elsewhere to coordinate con
servation efforts among important sites
that share populations of migratory birds.

Schoolchildren celebrate migratory shorebirds at
a Linking Communities event in Nayarit, Mexico.

Take Action: Conserve coastlines for birds and people
LOCAL GOVERNMENTS HAVE A KEY ROLE TO PLAY in coastal bird conservation:

e The Western Hemisphere Snorebird Reserve Network has identified almost 100 key
migratory sites from Alaska to Tierra del Fuego. Local governments can suppor: these
crucial shorebird habitats with zoning and policies to protect them from distu hance

and development.

o Mangroves and saltmarshes that support coastal bird species also protect coastal cit
ies from flooding and sequester large amounts of carbon. Governments can recagnize
these important ecosystem services through legislation that prevents further loss of
coastal ecosystems and encourages their restoration.
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Boreal Forest
The nursery for billions of migratory birds

Eight:.' percent of the bareal forest i still functionally intact, providing great conser-
vatkon potential. The boreal forest supports the greatest abundance of birds on the
continent=3 1o 5 billion binds in the breeding season. Most boreal birds ane migratory and
travel the lemgth of North America during the nonbreeding season, with mamy continuing
ta South America,

Status: Most species faring well

e et e
low or rodemate consenvation concem, Concern:  Low [l Maderate  High

indicating this is still a relativaly healthy

habitat. Maintaining the abundance of md.?nu | m
these species is important for 2 diverse and
healthy boreal exosystem. Residents [0 |

Amoang the species that are of conser-
vation comgerm, most are kang-distance mi-
qgrants that face threals on their nonbresd-
ing habitzts. Mary are migratary scngbids
that spend their winters in the shinking  shorebirds and waterowd, rely on coastal
tropical fanests of Mexsoo and farther south.  habitats that are under heavy development
Other species of concem, siech as boneal  pressure.

Long-distance migrants arr Going more
thraats than bisds that Sy in o near the
boveal farast year-rourd

Tropical Forests
The cantinent's cradle of bird diversity

exico’s tropical forests extend throwgh Central America and support nearly 500 res-
ident species of birds, as well as moee than 10 bird species that migrate from Can-
&3 and Ere United States, Unbortunately, deforestation and fragmentation have reduced
these continentally important habstats t predous small stands. Mexican tropical forests
hawe suffered greater than 7% habitat |oss since the 1970,

Status: Most species at risk of extinction

THE MAJORITY of resident species in
Mexica's sropical forests are on the Waich
List due o small and highly threatened | cloud
populations. Birds that live in tropical doud
forests abcp mountaing are most at risk, with | pry I
many resident species such as the Resplen-

Concern: | Low [l Maderste  High

dent Quetzal federally listed in Mexico as Pine-Oak
endangerzd. Tropical dry forests are home
o 48 endemic speces found nowhere evergroen ||

else. Trop cal evergreen fonests ane impo-
ant migracory bied habitat; 20% of boreal
breeding binds spend winters there.

n:ahc“ir

Bind species in 2l fypes of tropical fovest are
af high rigk of ectingtion

The State of North America’s Birds 2016

In winter, the entire population of Magnolia Warblers
relies on an area of tropical forest only 1/10 the size of
its boreal forest breeding range.

The Gray-throated Chat is endemdc te Menioe’s Fucatde
Pevinsuly wivere it depends on the same frepical forests
used by Magnolia Warblars aod cther migrass i winds:

“ Ducter oolon madicane

highet aburdance
™ eending

P igeation
L T

Building on Success:
Provincial pledges will protect 80 million hectares

THE VASTNESS OF THE BOREAL Forest  healthy for wildide, peotedt clean water, and
is 2 big reason why it is swuch wital bind hab-  sequester carbon. Similar efforts are nesded
itat. Ontaria and Québec have committed  in other jurisdictions. Protected areas should
to prodect 50% of their bareal Torest from  indlude porions of the southem boreal for-
development to ensure that forests remain  est where bird diversity is highest.

Take Action: Support sustainable
forestry that mimics natural disturbance

BOREAL FORESTS ARE NATURALLY DYNAMIC. Fires
and insect outhreaks ereate a mosaic of open areas and
regenerating and matwre forests that sustain healthy bird
papulations. Sustainable forestry peactices emulate thase
natural disturbances ta keep forests healthy.

* |n areas that are slated for management, forestry plan-
ning should consider natural patterns and disturkance
regimes when determining where and how to hamest,

» Tirnber certification progeams throwgh the Forest Stew-
ardship Council, Sustainable Forestry Inatiative, amd
Canadian Standards Associstion ane retognizing com-
panies that suppodt sustanable forestry, The mane that F"‘-‘Mb“;&‘" “""""'F"F‘“""
companies and consumers choase certified wood prod- ;;;g"'f"ﬁmﬁr;aﬂ"”'i” ot
uits, the better off the boreal borest will be. i

Building on Success: Mexico's Protected Areas

THE MEXICAN GOVERMMENT, the Glob-
al Environment Facility, and other parners
have invested US$174 million to conserve
tropical forests theough the Matural Pro-
tected Areas System. Mone tham 300 peo
phe living mear these protected areas have
joined COMABIO's Community-Based Bird
Monitaring Metwork ta assess the benefils
of prodection. The volurteer Birders provide
citizen-science data that help 1o assess the
siatus of migratory and resident binds.

Take Action: Improve forests and livelihoods

CONSERVING WHAT'S LEFT of Mexica's tropical forests requires active public imokoe:
ment-by both international pariners and the Mexicar people.

» About 20% of remnant tropical foeest acreage is protected by parks or reserves. It is
tritically important to continue and expand intemational collaboration and funding for
hahitat management of these forests.

= (On private and communal lands, trapical forest conservation must support the feli-
hoods of resident famalies in ways that maintain standing forests. A model example is
the Mesoamerican iological Coridor program in Mexico, which supports people and
forests through sustainable timber hanesting, eceloursm development, and sustain-
able agrofosestny with coflee and cacao crops.
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Temperate Forests
Diverse forests promote bird diversity

The temperate forests of North America indude the mapile forests of New England and
the towering old-growth farests of the Pacific Morthwest. In the East, there is more
forest today than there was 100 years ago, yet forest stands lack the diversity of young and
okd trees that makes for prime bird habitat. In the West, fire is a key element influencing
forests and bird habitat faom Canada to Mexico,

Status: Positive trends with some concerns

OF THE 144 TEMPERATE FOREST
BIRD SPECIES in the East and West, 30
are on the Watch List. About half of the
birds that breed in U5 and Canadian
eastemn temperate forests spend their win-
ters in Mexican tropical evergreen forests.
same spedies, such as Wood Thrush, are in
steep decling,

Eighty percent of weslern temperate
forest birds spend the winber in weshem
Mexican forests, These bards, such as West:
emi Tanager, live in fine-maintained forests
at baoth ends of their life cpche. Historically,
fires were set by lightning strikes and na-

Building on Success: Sharing best practices trinationally

THE QUERCUS AND AVES PROGRAM
priaritizes oak woodlands restoration using
science-based bird consenvation wes
along the Pacific Coast of North America.
Regional partnerships initiated by Quer.
cus and Aves have restored oak woodlands
habétat an more than 20 sites on public
and private lands in Oregon, Washington,
arwd British Columbda. In Mexics, 3 regional
pine-oak alliance has restored habitat on
mane than 1 million hectanes in scuthen
Chinpas, Ouocaca, and Gueredo, as well a5
farther south in Guatemala and Honduras.

Take Action: Forests need quality management

OUR CONTINENT'S TEMPERATE FORESTS CAN BE MANAGED o achieve consena-
tion objectives while contributing to bocal economies.

= The Appalachian Mountains Joint Venture is planning for 2 mix of forest types from
New York to Alabama. Integrating bird conservation objectives into forest management
plans will diversify fosest habitats across the eastern U.S.

» The Partners in Flight business conservation plan for westem forest birds is develop-
ing more than & dopen pilot projects in Canaeda, the LS, and Wexico that implement
srience-based fovest consenvation planning while supporing wood-product markets.
These projects should become the blueprints for using bird and habitat conservation

objectives to improve bocal economies.

N connect temperate forests and
| el Mexican tropical forests.
| Western
LU
Westem femperate Fred biads ave of higher
| conservation concem, due lo smaller ranges
| and popelations, than eastern forest birds.

five peopdes. Today it is up to kand manag:
75 1o use fire 1o kbeep these forests healthy
and resilient to pests and climate change.

The Klamath Sus};-;m (hak Mehwork, 8 Ouerus

e o e T Many grassland species that breed in
Oregoa and northem Cafforai the Great Plains depend upon the k :
Chihuahuan grasslands during winter. i |

e sten s D moie] e D L s

" #of Species

The Western Tanager and Wood Thrush

== Breeding
W winter

Grasslands

Remnant habitat is vitally important for birds

Prah’ie was once at the heart of our continent. Prior to European settlement, an inland
sea of grass ran unbroken from the prairies of Canada to the high plateau of central
Mexico. Today, large intact grasslands existin only a few places in North America. Cropland
expansion and residential development threaten both bird habitat and the private ranches
that maintain grasslands for their cattle. Sustainable livestock grazing can keep ranchers
on the land and provide habitat for grassland birds.

Status: Birds and habitat are disappearing fast

ONE-THIRD OF ALL GRASSLAND BIRD
SPECIES are on the Watch List due to
steeply declining populations and threats
to habitat. Birds that breed in the Great
Plains of Canada and the U.S. and winter
in Mexico's Chihuahuan grasslands are ex
periencing exceptionally steep declinas, a
nearly 70% loss since 1970. Other terr per-
ate grassland bircs have declined by 33%
in that time.

)
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Percent change
w
o

Chihuahuan

2000 2010
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o

1970 1980 1990

Populations of Chihuahuan grassland migrants
have declined twice as much as other temperate
grassland birds.

Building on Success: Sustainable grazing restores habitat

A PILOT SUSTAINABLE GRAZING
PROGRAM on 15 cattle ranches in Chi-
huahua, Mexico, is recreating the his-
toric grazing patterns of bison. Through
rotational grazing, some ranchers have
seen their grass cover increase by 80%,
which results in heavier cattle and better
bird habitat. The program currently cov-
ers 250,000 acres. Expanding this pro-
gram would help counter the ongoing
losses of grasslands in this region.

CHIHUAHUAN GRASSLANDS BY CORNELL LAB OF GRNITHGLOGY MULTIMEDIA

Take Action: Continue the prairie-pasture legacy

GRASSLAND POLICIES IN NORTH AMERICA-which have supported thousands of
ranching families and millions of hectares of important breeding bird habitat-need
support and strengthening

» InCanada, many Prairie Farm Rehabilitation Administration pastures have been trans-
ferred to provincial management. Efforts are needed to ensure policies and manage-
ment continue to support the conservation value of these pastures

* In the U.S., private lands biologists work one-on-one with farmers and ranchers to
boost sign-ups for Farm Bill conservation incentive pragrams. Funding more private
lands biologists would ircrease the conservation effectiveness of the Farm Bill.

+ InMexico, grasslands habitat in central Chihuahua will disappear completely by 2025
at the current rate of development and cropland conversion. New policies and pro-
grams that involve all sectors from government to water management to agriculture
are needed to prevent the total loss of this critical habitat

N i
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Wetlands

Conservation investments are paying off

Let’s Make More Success Stories for Birds

etlands are spread across North America and provide key habitat for waterfowl and many other bird species.

Wetlands also recharge groundwater supplies, control flonding, and provide peaple with cheas drinking wa-
ter. Concerted efforts for wetland conservation, and careful management of hunting, have contributed to healthy duck
populations and show what our countries can accomplish whien we woek together on bind conservation.

Status: Waterfowl and other waterbirds doing well

MOST WETLAND BIRD SPECIES :are
still widespread and common, and are
therefore of relatively low conservation
concern. Waterfowl  populations  have
grown over the past five decades, helped
by effective investments in wetland conser-
vation. Other waterbirds, such as herons,
terns, and rails, have also benefited from
these efforts. Still, 33 wetland species are
on the Watch List, including species that

Building on Success:

Coatern:  Low Il Moderate  High

-
waterbowl [ s
b metlend I
birds [ ] 20%
80% o wetland birds are of low ov mederate
covisprvalion tancem,

rely on coastal habitats in winber, such as

eiders and scofers.

Planning and funding continental waterfowl recovery

THE 1916 MIGRATORY BIRD TREATY end
ed market hunting and established inter-
nationally coordinated waterfowl manage-
ment. Hunters are now major supporters of
waterfowl and wetland conservation. Duck
Stamp funding suppoits the purchase and
protection of waterfowl hahbitat. The North
American Waterfowl Management Plan
brings together scientists, government
officials, and land managers from Canada,
the US., and Mexico to coordinate wetland
conservation efforts. Over the past two
decades, the North American Wetlands
Conservation Act (NAWCA) has provided
US$1.4 billion in grants that acted as a
catalyst for generating US$2.9 billion in
partner funds for projects on 12 million
hectares of habitatin all three countries.

More than 1 million duck hunters have donated
hundreds of millions of dollars toward water-
fowl and wetland conservation.

Take Action: Stop the loss of wetlands and funding

DESPITE THESE SUCCESSES, wetlands are being drained for agriculture and develop
ment, polluted by pesticides and invasive species, and lost to climate change.

e According to the USFWS, wetlands loss has accelerated by 140% since 2004. 'No-net-loss
wetlands policies need to be implemented locally, regionally, and nationally to ensure
thatany loss of wetlands is affset by restoration of wetlands elsewhere

» Along with wetlands loss, “here has been an erosion of government funding for wet-
land conservation. NAWCA is one of the most cost-effective government conservation
programs. Ensuring appropriate funding levels for NAWCA can secure our investments

in wetlands and waterfow! conservation

i _—
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A model that works

Th-E North American wetlands and wanerfowl comservation effort capitalized on synergies between continenta pol-
icy and funding [North American Wetlands Conservation Act), coordinated science across species ranges (North
Americen Waterfowl Management Plan), and the delivery of habitat conservation on the ground by local groups
(regional conservation pastnerships called Jodnt Ventures). Nonprofit conservation groups played a pivotal role

in this madel by harnessing the enengy of & crowd of enthusiasts, funneling their philanthropy and their con-
stituent vaioes towand dineched policy objectives, and fueling conservation mechanisms through matching
furds, The success of this habitat conservation model has helped support consistently rising popula-

tions of watedow.
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A need for conservation attention

Pupulaliwﬂ trends for shorebirds, seabirds, and many landhirds are going in thz op-
posite direction from waterfow! . Like ducks, other birds have a clea- need for com-
prehemsive corsenation efforts. The coordinated science across species’ ranges has
been deseboped (e g, the Partners in Flight ‘Saving our Shared Rirds' plan) and
spme funding mechanisms (e.g., the Neotropical Migratory Bird Conservation
Aict) are in place. The challenge now is to hamess the energy of the tens of
millbans of people who love birds. We can empower them to grow their
fiitributions and constituent voices for bird conservation.

Tens of millions of people watch birds in North America. New
approaches are needed to engage the birdwatching public and grow
their support for the consarvation of all bird species and all habitats

Renew our commitment for all birds

O n the centennial of the Canada/U.S. Migratory Bird Treaty and the 80th anniversary of the Mexico/U.S. bird treaty, the
governments and citizens of our three countries must develop a vision for migratory bird conservation in th s century.
We must commit to expanding the model for effective trinational conservation to benefitall birds. Qur success depends
upon generating the resources needed to craft policies based on sound science and to implement effective on-the-
ground conservation actions. The results will benefit not anly birds, but also the ecesystems upon which ather

wildlife and we ourselves depemd.

Migratory waterfowl, such a
Blue-winged Teal, depend o
wetland habitats in all three




Healthy lands and waters provide sustainable resources for birds and people.
Our governments have accomplished a lot for conservation, but they can’t do it alone.

Conserving our shared birds is everyone’s responsibility.
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Private Industry

¢ Corporations can be sustainability leaders.

COmpames throughout North America, joined by free trade, also
share responsibility for our continent's natural resources. Birds
are indicators of the health of our resources, and both are threatened by
deforestation, development, pollution, and climate change. When birds
decline, industry is called to action.

Forward-thinking companies are going beyond the minimum re-
guirements of regulations because sustainability ensures long-term eco-
nomic growth. Multinational corporations are revamping supply chains for

sustainably sourced wood products. Seafood companies are adapting fish-
ing harvests to ensure stable fisheries. Coffee farms are growing beans under
a tropical forest canopy and realizing benefits in pest and disease resistance

These industry leadzrs are taking the long view in their business plans-not

for charity, but because sustainability is a solid strategy for future profitability

Public Policy

Strong science guides sound policy
with successful outcomes.

he Migratory Bird treaties reflect the will of the people-our societ-

ies expect our governments to sustain the abundance and diversity
of birds as part of our shared natural heritage.

Because birds are excellent indicato’s of environmental health, sci-
ence and data about birds can help shape well-rounded policy for conser-
vation as well as for agriculture, industry, and human health.

The science in this report presents the best available broad-based sci-
ence on the status of birds and environments across North America. Strong
science can be used to create evidence-based land and water policies that
guide responsible use of our continent’s resources. The North American Wa-
terfow| Management Plan demanstrates how science and trinational collabo-
ration can resultin continental-scale success.

CELEBRATING BIRDS BY KAREN PURCELL

People

The decisions we make in our everyday lives can make a difference for birds.

= As citizens: We can elect representatives « As birders: Birding can be more than a * As consumers: Each grocery trip is an
whao recognize that healthy environments hobby. It can be an act that contributes opportunity to support bird habitat in the
are good for birds, people, and :he econ- meaningful data for conservation. We can tropics (bird-friendly coffee), grasslands

omy, and who support the foundational make our bird sightings work for science (grass-fed beef), the horeal forest {cer-
concepts of science-based legislation and by logging lists into citizen-science data- tified sustainable paper products), and
consenvation. hases such as eBird.org. at sea [centified sustainable seatood),

“We learn everything,
because by watching birds we see everything.”

Volunteer, Mexico Community-Based Bird Monitaring Network

WHITE-EARED HUMMINGBIRD BY MIGUEL ANGEL Tataas

People are the drivers-to convince governments, to influence
private industry, to make change. Find out what you can do. Visit

stateofthebirds.org/change
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